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"LEVEL 201 - MATURITY" STUDY - MAY 16, 2007

Purpose Driven Life Lesson 5: Be Conformed (Part 1)
SPIRITUAL FORMATION PROCESS

REAL COMMITMENT

Last week we finished our discussion on Lesson 4 - We are Family. We discussed how we
should protect our church family by acting in the spirit of unity using the Godhead as our
ultimate example of what that is. Jesus Christ has commissioned us to a) Preserve the unity,
b) Protect the Fellowship, and c) Protect the Harmony of the church family where we have
been planted into. God wants Unity and not Uniformity and we should value and enjoy our
differences and not merely tolerate them. It is the uniqueness as individuals that God has
placed in all of us that gives us a special S.H.A.P.E. for ministry. In Day 21 of the Purpose
Driven life we talked about some of the differences between the ideal church we are striving
to be, and the real church where we worship at. We also discussed some of the character
types we often meet in life including Realist, Pessimists, Idealists, and Optimists.

We learned from our studies that “...Longing for the ideal while criticizing the real = spiritual
immaturity” and “...settling for the real without striving for the ideal = spiritual
complacency”. We looked in detail at the seven churches of Revelation along with their
strengths and weaknesses and how some two thousand years later we are very much like our
first century brothers and sisters in Christ in our behaviour. To quote Rick Warren, every
Church should put out a sigh “No perfect people need apply. This is a place only for those
who admit they are sinners, need grace, and want to grow”. Last week we closed this lesson
off in a detailed discussion of those who murmured and complained through the scriptures
including the Pharisees with Jesus and the children of Israel with Moses and ultimately God.
We concluded with the statement that we are very prone to murmur, God hates
murmuring... complaining is easier than doing anything, but we must choose to encourage
rather than criticize.

Some of the Priorities as a Church Family we have discussed include:




Purpose #1 You were Planned for God’s Pleasure - We grow stronger thru (Matthew
22:36-38)

Purpose # 2 You were Formed for God’s Family - We grow thru Fellowship (Matthew
28:19)

The Priorities we want to discuss this week has to do with becoming “conformed”:

Purpose #3 You were Created to become like Christ - We grow deeper thru
(Matthew 28:20)

“From the very beginning God decided that those who came to Him - and He knew who would - should become
like His Son...” Romans 8:29 (LB)

“God wants us to grow up ... like Christ in everything. ” Ephesians 4:15 (Msg)
MY 3rd PURPOSE IN LIFE IS TO “Discipleship”

’

“In all things God works for the good of those who love Him, who have been called according to His purpose.’
Romans 8:28 (NIV)

THREE UNEXPECTED TOOLS

1. God uses to teach us to

“..troubles produce patience. And patience produces character, and character produces hope.” Romans 5:3-4
(NCV)

“They came to a garden called Gethsemane and Jesus said to His disciples, ‘Sit here while I pray.’ ... Distress
and anguish came over Him, and He said, "The sorrow in My heart is so great that it almost crushes Me."
Mark 14:32-34 (TEV)

"Father," He said, "everything is possible for you. Please take this cup of suffering away from Me. Yet I want
your will, not mine!" Mark 14:36 (NLT)

Keep a

“At the Lord's direction, Moses kept a written record of their progress.” Numbers 33:2 (NLT)

* Remember

“Our light and momentary troubles are achieving for us an eternal glory that far outweighs them all.” 2
Corinthians 4:17 (NIV)

2. God uses to teach us to

“Then Jesus was led by the Spirit into the desert to be tempted by the devil.” Matthew 4:1 (NIV)

"’Get out of here, Satan’ Jesus told him. ‘The Scriptures say, Worship only the Lord God. Obey only Him.""
Matthew 4:10 (LB)

* Keep focused on

“Fix your thoughts on what is true and good and right.” Philippians 4:8a (LB)



*Geta

“You re better off to have a friend than to be all alone... If you fall, your friend can help you up.” Ecclesiastes
4:9-10 (CEV)

3. God uses to teach us to

“People passing by shook their heads and hurled insults at Jesus ... and the elders made fun of Him... Even the
bandits who had been crucified with Him insulted Him in the same way.” Matthew 27:39-44 (TEV)

“Jesus said, ‘Father, forgive these people, because they don't know what they are doing.’” Luke 23:34 (NLT)

* Remember God has

“Forgive others, just as God forgave you because of Christ.” Ephesians 4:32 (CEV)

* Remember God

“You meant to hurt me, but God turned your evil into good to save the lives of many people, which is being
done.” Genesis 50:20 (NCV)

“We go through exactly what Christ goes through. If we go through the hard times with Him, then we're
certainly going to go through the good times with Him.” Romans 8:17 (Msg)

“Your attitude should be the same as that of Christ Jesus.” Philippians 2:5 (NIV)

So let’s consider that last passage as we dig in deeper with purpose three, day 22 of the Purpose
Driven Life book. We are instructed to have the mind of Jesus if we are truly to be conformed to his
image. Jesus gives us very clear instructions how we can witness to the world our “discipleship”
relationship with the rest of the world:

“A new commandment I give to you, that you love one another; as I have loved you, that you also
love one another. By this all will know that you are My disciples, if you have love for one another.”
John 13:34-35 (New King James Version)

Paul also goes on to clarify what that type of love for a true disciple is supposed to entail:

“Though 1 speak with the tongues of men and of angels, but have not love, I have become sounding brass or a
clanging cymbal. 2 And though I have the gift of prophecy, and understand all mysteries and all knowledge,
and though I have all faith, so that I could remove mountains, but have not love, I am nothing. 3 And though I
bestow all my goods to feed the poor, and though I give my body to be burned, but have not love, it profits me
nothing. 4 Love suffers long and is kind; love does not envy; love does not parade itself, is not puffed up; 5 does
not behave rudely, does not seek its own, is not provoked, thinks no evil; 6 does not rejoice in iniquity, but
rejoices in the truth; 7 bears all things, believes all things, hopes all things, endures all things. 8 Love never
fails. But whether there are prophecies, they will fail; whether there are tongues, they will cease; whether there is
knowledge, it will vanish away. 9 For we know in part and we prophesy in part. 10 But when that which is
perfect has come, then that which is in part will be done away.” 1 Corinthians 13 (New King James Version)

Based off this spiritual definition of what true love is and means for a disciple who is striving to
become like Christ, our assignment for next week is to fill in the versus for the following page with
various scriptures that deal with the many different characteristics of Love. In addition please read
pages 171 thru 171 in the Purpose Driven Life for preparation for next week’s class.
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God uses his Word, people, and circumstances to mold us,
All three are indispensable for character development. God’s
Word provides the ruth we need to grow, God’s people provide
the support we need to grow, and circumstances provide the
environment we need to practice Christlikeness. If you study and
apply God’s Word, connect regularly with other believers, and
learn to trust God in difficult circumstances, T guarantee you will
become more like Jesus. We will look at each of these growth
ingredicnts in the chapters ahead.

Many people assume all that is needed for spiritual growth is
Bible study and prayer. But some issucs in life will #eper be
changed by Bible study or prayer alone. God uses people. He
usually prefers to work through people rather than perform
miracles, so that we will depend on each other for tellowship. He
wants us to grow together.

In many religions, the people considerced to be the most
spiritually marure and holy are those who isolate themselves from
others in mountaintop monasteries, uninfected by contact with
other people. But this is a gross misunderstanding. Spiritual
maturity is not a solitary, individual pursuit! You cannot grow to
Christlikeness in isolation. You must be around other people and
interact with them. You need to be a part of a church and
community. Why? Because true spiritual maturity is all about
learning to love like Jesus, and you can’t practice being like Jesus
without being in relationship with other people. Remcember, it’s
all about love—loving God and loving others.

Becoming like Christ is a long, slow process of growth.
Spiritual maturity is neither instant nor autornatic; it is a
gradual, progressive development that will take the rest of your

life. Referring to this process, Paul said, “This will continue
until we are . .. mature, just as Christ is, and we will be
completely like him.”22

You are a work in progress. Your spiritual transformation in
developing the character of Jesus will take the rest of vour life,
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and even then it won'’t be completed here on earth, It will only be
finished when you get to heaven or when Jesus returns. At that
point, whatever unfinished work on your character is left will be
wrapped up. The Bible says that when we are finally able to sce
Jesus perfectly, we will become perfecty like him: “We can’t even
imagine what we will be like when Christ veturns. But we do know
that when be comes we will be like bim, fov we will see him as be
really 15,773

Much confusion in the Christian life comes from ignoring the
simple truth that God is far more interested in building your
character than he is anything clse. We worry when God seems
silent on specific issues such as “What career should I choose?”

The truth is, there are many \ g
different careers that could be in
God’s will for your life. What God

God is far more interested
cares about most is that whatever

., i what you are
you do, you do in a Christlike Y

manner 2 than fn what you do,

God is far more interested in

; SV A
what you are than in what you do.
. ngs. God 1s much more
We are human beings, not human doings. God is much 1 .
concerned about your character than yvour career, becausc you will
take your character into eternity, but not your career.

The Bible warns, “Don’t become so well-adjusted to your culture
that you fit into it without even thinking. Instead, fix your attention
on God. You’ll be changed from the inside out. . .. Unlike the culture
around you, always dvagging you down to its level of immatuvity,
God brings the best out of you, develops well-formed maturity in
you. 725 You must make a counter-culture decision to focus on
becoming more like Jesus. Otherwisce, other forces like peers,
parents, coworkers, and culture will try to mold you into their
image.

Sadly, a quick review of many popular Christian books reveals
that many believers have abandoned living for God’s great
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PHrposes and settled for personal fulfillment

.. : and emotional
stability. That is narcissism, not discipleship.

Jesus did not dj
Sl 1 . ie on
Cross just so we could live comfortable, well-adjusted lives

His pur 15 far .
_ M pose is far decper: He wants to make us like himself before
.E taxes us to heaven. This is our greatest privilege, our
N . . g ’
immediate responsibility, and our ultimate destiny,
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DAY TwenTY-TWO
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Hv - .
oint to Ponder: [ was created to become like Chrisr,

ﬂ.ﬁmw to Remember: “As 1, Spivit of the Lord works
¥.§‘Q§ 1S, We become move and more like him and reflect
bis glovy even more,” 2 Corinthians 3:18b (NLT)

———

Question to Consider: In what area of my life do T

need to ask for the Spirit’s power to be Jike Christ
i today?

——
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How We Grow

God wants s to grow up . ..
like Christ in everything.
Ephesians. 4:15a (Msg)

We are not meant to reimain as children.

Ephesians 4:14a (Ph}

God wants you to grow up.

Your heavenly Father’s goal is for you to maturc and develop
the characteristics of Jesus Christ. Sadly, millions of Christians

grow ofder but never grow #p. They are stuck in perpetual spiritual
infancy, remaining in diapers and booties. The reason is that they
never intended to grow.

Spiritual growth is not automatic, It takes an intentional
commitment. You must want to grow, decide to grow, make an
effore to grow, and persist in growing. Discipleship—the process
of becoming, like Christ—always begins with a decision. Jesus
calls us, and we respond: ““Come, be my disciple,” Jesus said to him.

So Marthew got up and followed bim. >

When the first disciples chose to follow Jesus, they didn’t
understand all the implications of their decision. They simply
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